
PROVINCE OF WORCESTERSHIRE

MUSICAL

FESTIVAL
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UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE WORCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATED

MASONIC LODGES

GRAND CONCERT
at tite

TOWN HALL, BIRMINGHAM

FRIDAY, 23rd OCTOBER, 1953

AT 7-15 P.M.

UNDER THE PATRONAGE

OF

THE RIGHT WORSHIPFULBRa. BEN MARSH, J.P.

PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTERCop
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R.W. BRa. BEN MARSH, J.P.

Message from the R. W. Provincial Grand Master

ITIS VERYGRATIFYINGto me that the Province has arranged a "Grand Concert" and I wishto assure the honorary officials and members of the Committee that I and the Province are
very appreciative of their efforts in this respect. I would also particularly like to mention

the ladies who have acted as programme stewards, and without enumerating them, the large
number who have helped in so many ways in the promotion of this Concert.

The object of the Concert is to help the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution at whose Festival
in 1956 I shall have the honour of presiding. The increased costs with which we are all faced
are reflected in the costs of running the Institution, and the fact that a licence has now been
granted to proceed with the building of a block of modern flats at Hove, means that greater efforts
will have to be made if the Institution is to continue its magnificent work. There are at present
about 2,000 annuitants, most of whom live in their own homes. It is with an endeavour to make
the lives easier for those who are in need of comfort in their old age that the Institution appeals
for funds. The new block of flats when completed will fill a long felt need, where comfort and
security will be assured.

It is therefore with confidence that I can assure you there is no charity more worthy of your
support than that of helping our brethren, their widows, spinster daughters and spinster sisters
in the latter years of their lives, and I trust that this Concert will not only succeed in raising a
handsome sum, but will have the effect of making an impression upon your minds, so that in years
to come, whenever proposals are being made for the support of our Masonic Charities the needs
of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution will always have your earnest consideration.
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THE

SHAMROCK LINEN CO.

6 NORTH WESTERN ARCADE
OFF CORPORATION STREET

BIRMINGHAM 2

TELEPHONE CEN 7279

•

rr f]Uine ~U~eJl

.f~" ,he

v-ramema{er of c!-"70dayand fhe c!J3ricle of o;WlO1TOHJ
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~lfrtb ~lltn
(jfurnisbers) JLtb.

~pr(ialist in l}rriob jfurnisbing

(3rientat anc! cgitted r3arpets

CZtp~otstery and Zoose r30vers

exctusive cgatrics and r3urtains

Jndivi(fltat gltrllis~ing $c~eJ1les

GDesigned and Produced ty r3raltsmen

3Real jfurniture
6, 8, 10 & 12 ~ilI ~tred, jiirmingbam 5

'areIepbone ;fflib 1885
" 1886
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BIRMINGHAM'S LEADING

WINE MERCHANTS

Invite you to give them a trial

INNES, SMITH & CO., LTD.
ISCO HOUSE
140 DIGBETH
BIRMINGHAM 5

Telephone MID 5247-8

Masonic Lodge Meetings, Ladies' Nights,

Receptions, Weddings and similar

functions gladly supplied on "Sale or

Return" terms

BRANCHES

10 Station Road, SOLIHULL 9 Providence Street, EARLSDON

131 Sutton Road, ERDINGTON 20 Station ROAD, KNOWLE

Hill Village Road, MERE GREEN 33 Market Street, LICHFIELD

5 Colonnade Passage, New Street, BIRMINGHAM
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aHC/

Hercules
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The Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution
Grand Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

PresidCllt: M.W.Bro. THE RIGIIT HON. THE EARL OF SCARBOROUGH,K.G., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., T.D.,
Grand Master

Chairman of Committee of Management:

\,\'.Bro. JAMES A. TERRY,
Patron, P.A.G.D.C.

Deputy Chairman of Committee of .Management:
W.Bro. LT.-COL. VV. O. DAVIES,

T.D., Vice-Patron, P.G.D.

Hon. Treasurer:

R.\V.Bro. THE HON. LORD CORNWALLIS,

K.B.E., M.C., Patron and Trustee,
Prov.G.1V1.Kent.

Secretary:
COL. C. C. ADAMS,

M.C., F.S.A., Patron, P.G.D.

Trustees:

R.\,y.Bro. THE RT. HON. LORD HARRIS,
M.C., V.L., Patron, P.G.\\'.

R.\N.Bro. TilE RT. HON. LORD MERRIMAN,

P.C., G.C.V.O., O.B.E.,Vice-President, P.G.W.

R.\,y.Bro. THE RT. HON. LORD CORNWALLlS,

K.B.E., M.C., Patron and Treasurer,
Prov.G.M.Kent.

R.W.Bro. E. J. RUTTER,
Hon. Patron, Patron, P.G:\V., Dep.Prov.G.M.,

S.Wales.E.D.

THE INSTITUTION was founded in 1842. It is supported by voluntary donations
and provides help for those who need it in the evening of their lives. There are
many who, in their old age, and often through no fault of their own, are reduced
to such straits that they are justified in asking, and in this connection, the Royal
Masonic Benevolent Institution gives annuities to needy aged Freemasons, their
VVidows, Spinster daughters, and Spi nstet" sisters.

When one of those mentioned have been elected to the benefits of the Institution,
he or she receives a Post Office Money Order every quarter. This method of
payment is convenient to them, and helps to give privacy to the fact that any
assistance is being given.

In addition, there are Homes at Croydon which accommodate thirty-two annuitants,
and any annuitant can apply to enter when a vacancy occurs. Each resident is
given, in addition to the annuity, free fuel and light, as well as medical attendance
and nursing if necessary. There is a central hall where entertainments are given,
and a large garden with allotments for residents.

A site has been purchased at Hove, Sussex, where it is hoped that a block of 104
modern flats will be erected in the near future. There are at present about 2,000
annuitants, and it is estimated that the total expenditure on annuities this year
will be £180,000. The assured income from investments is approximately £55,000
per annum, and for the whole of the balance £125,000 the Institution is dependent
upon voluntary donations.

For some years, all qualified applicants have been granted an annuity, and if this
good work is to continue, every member of the Craft must do his part in helping
our Old People, otherwise there will be some deserving cases which cannot receive
assistance.
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WATKINS ROSES Ltd.
You are cordially invited to visit our

NURSERIES
at

CASTLE LANE, OLTON
and

KENILWORTH ROAD, BALSALL COMMON,
WARWICKSHIRE

and make your selection from our 1953 stock of Rose Trees, Fruit Trees,

Flowering Shrubs and Hardy Phlox

Tele hones {ACOCkS ?reen 1551p Hampton-m-Arden 266

Everyone

sings the
•

praises
of-

CATALOGUE on APPLICATION
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FROM

CUPS ...

@Uf

CANTEEN &

RESTAURANT
EQUIPMENT

& FURNITURE

CUTLERY
CROCKERY

TROLLEYS

FURNITURE
PLASTIC GOODS

l)
TO

COMPLETE CATERING

EQUIPMENT
THE specialised service which builds the modern industrial

kitchen - and helps to keep it running smoothly and

profitably - is always available at Rhodes.

174 BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM IS
Telephone: MIDland 2016/7

and MAYFIELD GROVE, NOTTINGHAM
Telephone: 84583

OUR FLEET OF DELIVERY VANS
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RYON HILL MASONIC HOME
STRATFORD-UP ON-AVON

"LONELINESS DEFEATED"

MOTHERING SUNDAY - 15th MARCH, 1953

This space has been kindly given by the Province

of Worcestershire to the Province of Warwickshire
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~~x~x~x~x~x~x~x~x~x~x~x~
~ ~

~ ~

~ e()L()U~ ~
~ ~

~ comes back to our tables ~
~ ~

~ ~

~ CfJIHE battered remnants of our pre-war coloured china, ~
~ JIL after valiantly withstanding the buffets of misfortune ~c.f" for so long, may now go into honoured retirement: FI{j'"

~ for there is exciting new coloured ware here and on the way ~

~ from leading Potters direct to the familiar Rhodes shops. ~

~ You may safely put lovely china and glorious technicolour ~

~ back on your presents list (and you might like to celebrate ~c.f" its return with a modest half tea-set for yourself). F'I{j'"

~ Anyway, wrn' and '" th, now patt"n,. ~

~ ~

~ ~

~ ~

~ ~

~ ~

~ FINE POTTERY ~
~ BIRMINGHAM: "VEST ~ROMWICH: ~c.f" 98 Kew Street 139 HIgh Street ~'"

r~d 0/ Rh d 7 Gt. Western Arcade VVALSALL: ~AL)~ 10Ur 0 es 149 Steelhouse Lane 17 Bridge Street ~

~ Sh III • h Cotleridge, Kings Norton SOLIHULL: ~Lf', 01" lS ere 106 High Street, Kings Heath 15 High Street ~''''

~ 177 Hagley Road, Edgbaston SUTTON COLDFIELD: ~

~ 37 Gt. ''\Testern Arcade 17 Birmingham Road ~

r ~:i In Scotland our shops are Registered Office.' b~..,~ Stafford House China Stores. DERITEND, BIRMINGHAM. VIC 1991/2 ~

~ ~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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GLADYS RIPLEY

GLADYS R1PLEY showed promise at an early age and began
studying the piano with a Belgian teacher, and a little later took
up singing lessons. V,Thenshe was fifteen Miss Ripley became a
pupil of Edith Armstrong, at that time Secretary of the Royal
Choral Society, and made her debut as second contralto in a
performance of Elijah under Albert Coates. Later she was
engaged as soloist for Messiah and Elijah at the Three Choirs
Festival at Worcester. Since then she has been a favourite at

all the great British Choral Festivals.

In addition to Oratorio, Gladys Ripley has also appeared in
opera, including performances of Eugene Goossens' Don Juan

in the Covent Garden 1937 International Season. She has also
sung frequently in B.B.C. opera broadcasts, including Carmen,

Tales if HofJmann and Eugen Onegin, and is today recognised as one
of our leading singers.
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THE ARDEN SINGERS

THE ARDENSlNGERS-a choir of twenty-four ladies-were formed
in 1940 with the purpose of providing musical entertainment
for H.M. Forces. Their work proved so successful and popular
that their engagements continued after their wartime commit
ments were completed, and they have now given over twelve
hundred concerts in all parts of England and on the continent
of Europe.

The Arden Singers have broadcast frequently from Midland
Region, from London and from Hilversum, and in 1946 they
paid a goodwill visit to The Hague on behalf of the City of
Birmingham. They are conducted by William D. S. Bennett,
Principal of the Arden Academy of Music and Drama.
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THE ALBER T WEBB STRING ORCHESTRA

Three Dances, .Vell Gwynn

PHILIP RUSSELL (WITH PIANO)

(a) Linden Lea

(b) An Eriskay Love Lilt, Songs of the Hebrides

(c) It was a lover and his lass

GLADYS RIPLEY (WITH ORCHESTRA)

Edward German

Vaughan Williams

.. arr. Kennedy Fraser

Roger Quilter

(a) 0 Love from thy power

(b) Softly awakes my heart

(c) Seguidilla, Carmen

} Salnson and Delilah
Saint-Saens

Bizet

THE ALBER T WEBB STRING ORCHESTRA

(a) Poupee Valsante

(b) Pizzicato Polka

THE ARDEN SINGERS

(a) Art thou troubled

(b) An old fashioned garden

(c) Early in the morning

INTERVAL

16

Poldini

Strauss

Handel

Brahms

Montague Phillips
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eY2r! [Lo
THE ALBER T WEBB STRING ORCHESTRA

Selection: Memories of Lehar

GLADYS RIPLEY (WITH PIANO)

(a) Hills

(b) I have twelve oxen

(c) I love thee

THE ARDEN SINGERS

(a) 0 Lovely night

(b) The early morning

(c) If my songs were only winged

(d) Arise 0 Sun

arr. Hall

Frank La Forge

John Ireland

Greig

Landon Ronald

Graham Peel

Reynaldo Hahn

Maude Craske Day

PHILIP RUSSELL (WITH ORCHESTRA)

(a) Serenade, Fair Maid of Perth

(b) Flower Song, Carmen

FULL COMPANY

Finale: Merrie England

}
Bizet

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN
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ALBERT WEBB

ALBERT WEBB was born in Walsall and commenced his early
musical education at the Birmingham and Midland Institute
under Sir Granville Bantock, later studying the pianoforte under
Maurice Cole. Mr. Webb is well known as a pianist and
accompanist with the B.B.C. and has written much original
music for radio productions.

Since its formation the String Orchestra, besides giving some
200 broadcasts, has given public concerts in many Midland
towns and achieved a considerable reputation.

Mr. Webb lives in 11alvern and derives much inspiration from
the "Elgar" countryside. His hobby-MusIc!
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PHILIP R US SELL

PHILIP RUSSELL is a young lyric tenor. Born in 1928, he com
menced his musical studies in pianoforte playing at the age of
six. Upon winning a scholarship some years later, it was discovered
that he possessed a very musical treble voice. During this period,
however, he continued his pianistic studies until he was called
up for service with H.M. Forces, and it was during this
"engagement" that his tenor voice developed, and many concerts
at Forces centres throughout the country soon followed.
In the Spring of 1950 he successfully passed an audition with the
RRC. and became a regular member of the Midland Chorus,
and in January, 1952, was offered a Tenor position with the
RRC. Midland Singers.
Solo work in Oratorio and on the Concert platform began
steadily to increase and he has already sung in many parts of
the country with leading figures of the Musical World.
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BIRD

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

BI.UE
CON FE eTI ONERY

In one of the prettiest parts of Worcestershire at the foot of the
Clent Hills stands the home of BLUE BIRD Confectionery. The
factory is a model of industrial planning and welfare. Healthy
surroundings and pleasant conditions of work encourage a pride
in the product and a zest for quality. Unremitting care in the
selection of ingredients and skill in manufacturing processes are
further reasons why the name BLUE BIRD is universally
acknowledged to represent "consistently high quality at a reasonable
price."

HARRY VINCENT LTD., HU
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WHITEHOUSE & co. (PRINTERS) LTD.

pay particular attention
to accuracy and delivery of
your Summons and Masonic Printing.

They specialise in the production
of Ladies' Evening Pictorial Programmes
as well, of course, as all printing
relating to Business Advertising
and Stationery.

5 ASTON ROAD NORTH,

BIRMINGHAM, 6.

($@~.(Q)B)x
)D~~~'W ~'lf~

DISTRIBUTORS for BIRMINGHAM

of

CARS
•

Showrooms:

77-85 STATION STREET

BIRMINGHAM 5

Tele.: MIDLAND 4001-5

ASTon Cross 2786

USED CARS

A range of Post-War Models always on view.
Each Car carries a 3 months Guarantee and is

available for R.A.C. 01- A.A. inspection at any time.

Terms arranged.
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We are interested only in

UALITY
Every gallon of paint that
leaves the world-renowned

Birmingham factory of
DOCKER BROTHERS is the

result of years of research
and careful formulation by
experienced technologists.

Systematic laboratory
testing ensures that each
material is the best for its

particular purpose.

Specify

DOCKERS' PAINTS
when repainting your house or your car

AND BE SURE OF A FINE FINISH
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@4'lIII

everywhere in Britain thank
you most sincerely for the
generous support they know

you are giving to the
building of

ELIZABETH
HOUSE

which will provide a home in
SHIRLEY

WARWICKSHIRE
for those of them who reside

in that district

Please address YOUR contribution to the Secretary:- '1'JIIe4. ~ ~

.2tJ,~acur~ ~# ;;i,t1lUH9~'

This is the house that
kind thoughts and loving
efforts will build with
your support

71 Ne,v St,oeet
B i,oII,i"9 lu.,"

•••••• "JJOJl, Site'" tin

oeell,sion OllC """st

be ec,otaiJl, ~~!
... when one is dressed for a formal
occasion one must have complete
confidence in one's Tailor.

That's why I always go to Rowans
for Dress Clothes-in fact, I get all
my clothes there.

The quality is always right-the
cut and tailoring is immaculate and,
of course, their stock of Ready
Tailored Clothes is scientifically
graded to ensure perfect fit for the
short, the normal, the tall, the small,
the medium, the portly.

Yes! I've complete confidence in
Rowans.
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Telephone: CENTRAL 6042 Telegrams: "ANGOLA, B'HAM."

WIDMAN & DaDD LTD.

RUSKIN HOUSE, EDMUND STREET
BIRMINGHAM 3

MAKERS OF FINE CLOTHES FOR THOSE WHO

REQUIRE THE BEST ONLY

"All Works of Taste must bear a price in proportion to the skill,
time, expense and risk attending their invention and manufacture.

Those things called dear are, when justly estimated, the cheapest.
They are attended with much less profit to the artist than those which
everybody calls cheap.

A disposition for cheapness and not for excellence of workmanship
is the most frequent and certain cause of the decay and destruction of
arts and manufactures."

Ruskin.

And at

4 NEW BURLINGTON STREET, LONDON, W.l.

(By Appointment)

'PHONE: REG 1313
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GEORGE H. BARRETT
Watchmaker and Jeweller

9 WOLVERHAMPTON ST.

DUDLEY
•

DESIGNED TO BE CHERISHED

EXQUISITE, HAND SET-PASTE and REAL

MARCASITE JEWELLERY

WATCHES

A LARGE RANGE OF THE FINEST QUALITY
and DESIGN

by

ROLEX . ROTARY . ROAMER . AVIA etc.

STOCKIST OF PARKER 51 PENS and PENCILS

and "RONSON" POCKET and TABLE LIGHTERS

GIFTS FOR LADIES EVENING A SPECIALITY

•
'Phone DU DLEY 2696
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Over 50 Years
PERSONAL and PRACTICAL SERVICE

ILBERT IUSTIN and SONS LTD.
H. TREVOR AUSTIN . JOHN G. AUSTIN

"AUSTINS CORNER," STRATFORD ROAD
BIRMINGHAM 11

CARPET and LINOLEUM PLANNERS
CURTAIN SPECIALISTS

For the Success of this Venture

and the 1956 Festival Appeal
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DAILY SERVICES FROM BIRMINGHAM AND OTHER CENTRES

TO TOWNS AND VILLAGES

ALL OVER THE MIDLANDS

TIME TABLE HANDBOOK-with Map (Road and Rail) 1/

BOOKINGS CAN BE MADE AT MIDLAND 'RED' OFFICES AND AGENCIES

FOR DAILY COACH SERVICES TO

ALL PARTS OF THE COAST AND COUNTRY

COACH CRUISES
Call at the nearest Office or Agency for Illustrated Brochure giving
full details and Dates of Departures for delightful Coach Cruises

4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13 days.

Those who went this Season are already booking seats for next year
:: :: THE IDEAL HOLIDAY! :: ..
EVERYTHING ARRANGED FOR YOU!
Really Inclusive Charges! No Gratuities

PRIVATE HIRE
'BUSES AND COACHES CAN BE BOOKED FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

Chief Booking and Enquiry Office :

WORCESTER STREET
TeI. MIDland 4481

THE FRIENDLY 'MIDLAND RED'
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WESLEYAN & GE ERAL ASSURANCE SOCIETY
ESTABLISHED 1841

Is well known for its
STABILITY - INTEGRITY - RELIABILITY

The Society wishes to bring to your attention:

Our attractive terms of Life Assurance and in particular the
Triple Benefit policy, providing Death Benefit, Support
for Dependants and Provision for Old Age.

Our Mortgage Department for House Purchase glvmg
Security to your Dependants, together with peace of
mind. The terms are favourable and warrant your
investigation.

Our Fire and Accident Department can also provide cover
for numerous risks and assist you to Complete Security.

We invite you to place your requirements before us, when
courteous attention will be given to them by:

Mr. R. H. HUNT, Divisional Manager,
County Buildings, 147 Corporation Street,

Birmingham, 4.
Telephone CENtra! 1530

Mr. R. HARRIS,
City District Manager,

County Buildings,
147 Corporation Street,

Birmingham, 4.
Telephone CENtral 3826

Mr. W. E. BULLIMORE,
District Manager,

42/44 Islington Row,
Five Ways,

Birmingham, 15.
Telephone EDGbaston 0613

ASSETS EXCEED £29,000,000

Chief Ofjices-STEELHOUSE LANE, BIRMINGHAM 4
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THIS SPACE

RESERVED

FOR

100 REA STREET

BIRMINGHAM 5
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NEW STREET: MIDLAND 3651-2 WORKS: MIDLAND 3858

STANFORD & MANN LIMITED

(YJ!la'V/,IAJ~ci'lAriv/'g d~alioY/,ers

COMMERCIAL AND

PRIVATE STATIONERS

PRINTERS AND ENGRAVERS

ACCOUNT BOOK MAKERS

BOOKBINDERS AND

STATIONERY CONTRACTORS

72 & 73 NEW STREET
BIRMINGHAM 2

WORKS: 126 S U F F 0 L K S T R E E T
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tWARWICK HOUSE L'"!'J

6'"

'4( .
1/ ~: /0 '

/ /.,/
-. -

The essential

elegance of an evening

Glove going to all

fashion lengths-

Exquisite in fine F hrenc suede

~ay and glamorous in jewel bri h;
Jersey - with the n . g
well' h ylon situationIn and-
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Stanford & Mann Limited, Birmingham
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